
A photovoice study 
on disability and 
COVID-19

Shahreen Chowdhury
The Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine



Project Background • COVID-19 significantly 
affected people with 
disabilities
• Lack of disability research 

in “Global South”16% living with 
disabilities

Liberia Bangladesh



Key 
Challenges

• Lack of disability inclusion 
in pandemic preparedness 
• Revealed everyday 

challenges in cities:

• Inaccessibility
• Food insecurity
• Stigma

One day during the lockdown, we only had 
a half cup of rice left in the bag... Life 
becomes very difficult for people with 
disabilities during natural disasters or 
pandemics.
Boakai, male co-researcher, Liberia

During the lockdown, the wearing 
of masks makes it difficult…for a 
person with hearing impairment to 
be able to read someone's lips

Rose, male co-researcher, Liberia

When it rains, this road is flooded 
and this makes it inaccessible for 
the wheelchair users like me.

Shomoy, male co-researcher, 
Bangladesh



Community 
Spaces of 
Healing

“This is a photo of people living in recovery from 
mental health conditions. These people are in Bong 
County they have group themselves to farm as you 
can see in the photo. This is helpful for their recovery 
management. Due to the COVID-19 these people 
were not able to do this”

Benjamin Ballah, male, age 40, Liberia



• Including the views and 
participation of people with 
disabilities can increase 
accountability in health 
implementation and policy

• The importance of bringing a 
disability lens into urban 
health 

• Engaging people with 
disabilities as researchers 

• Visual methods as a powerful 
advocacy in showing the lived 
realities and needs of people 
affected by disability
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As it is our duty to keep the base of 
the tree clean and give it a chance 
to grow. Similarly, it is the 
responsibility for our society to 
support the disabled persons so 
that they can lead a better and 
healthier life. 
Delowar Hossain, 26-year-old, male, Khulna, Bangladesh

How to have meaningful and 
inclusive participation?



Thank You


